UC Health Poetry Prize 2026: Shortlist

We are delighted to announce the shortlist for this year’s Health Poetry Prize, set out below in alphabetical order by family name. Thanks to all poets who submitted their work to the Prize, and to our judge, Dr Melody Ellis.
Now we begin producing the Health Poetry Prize chapbook, that will include the winning prize, the runner-up, and the other 10 poems on the shortlist. We will announce the winners, and distribute copies of the chapbook, at an on-campus (and live-streamed) event in late October. Details to follow.
Email us on healthpoetryprize@canberra.edu.au with any queries.

	Margaret Barbalet
	Children’s Hospital 

	Tricia Dearborn
	Simultaneities

	Marina Eugster
	Notes from the edge

	Scott Jackson
	Familial

	A Frances Johnson
	Heartstrings: Chordae tendineae

	Alana Kelsall
	holding / up

	Solace Mitchell
	As if

	Denise O’Hagan
	The desperation of language

	Felicity Plunkett
	Fine-tuning

	Vanessa Proctor
	Prescriptions

	Caroline Williamson
	Mapmaking

	Jena Woodhouse
	Sulphur-crested cockatoos



